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they gained with their Prince. 
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Concluding with' the W eful Death of 
THOMAS of RE INS, WhO Was“ 
murdercd by bis Floſt. ie 
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' THOMAS:f1 READING 
 RYBUUSODA: ESGOUL 


; CHAP. I, 


oi Thomas of Reading and ſome otber 
Clothiers flouriſhing in the Weſt, and 
North, in the Reign of Henry I. — Of 
the King's making a Law againſt the 
reading down of Corn, on a Speech 
made to him by one of the Wain- 
Drivers as he was paſſing the Road. 
Thomas ef Rea 8 etitions to the 
_ King, with his Anſwer, N 


THEN William Rillee; whe we- 
eerded William the Conqueror, 
* killed in New Foreſt by an arrow 
hot by one Tyre), a gourtier, who aim- 
edata 1 2 brother * Henry, named 
* a Fire Scholar, NP bim 


1 > / 
1 


— 


ee 2 
fell into the affections of the Engliſh and 
Norman nobility, by great gifts and pro- 
miſes, got bimſelf crowned King, while 
his eldeſt brother Robert, to whom the 
4 Conqueror leſt the dukedom of Norman- 
dy, was warring againſt ihe Turks and 
Saracens in the Holy Land, and by his 
valour won Jeruſalem, ol which city and 
the country of Paleſtine, the Chriſtian 
Princes would have crowned .him King, 
but he refuſed it, and returning home to 
lay claim to Rnginnd, a milerable fate 
befel him, as will appear in due place. 


This Heory, called Henry I. the bet- 


ter to ſupport himſelf on à throne, he 
made many good laws, confirmed the 
grand charter of the nation, and did things 
that made trade encreaſe, and his ſubject 
I flouriſh, In his reign the cloathing trade 
encteaſed, and our merchants brought 
home great wealth for Engliſh cloth. |. 
The moſteminent of the clothiers were 
Thomas Cole,:commouly called Thamas 
of Reading, being born, and keeping his 
manufactory in that place; Gray. of 
Glouceſterſhire ; Sutton of Salisbury, Fitz- 
Allen of Worceſter: Dove of Exeter; and 1 
Simon of Southam, Of whale induſſ 


"4 = 2 
r — R 3 


* * 7 - [ ” * < 
Fa; In 22 8 5 
* - 8 * — — - ” NAW 
_ ” oo. 
" a _ . * . 
* 8 F . * R 
. E — 1 
, . ” 


r „ —_— ale”. 2 * — 
* 


North. WIZ. Cuthbert of Kendal, Hadg- 
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and riches; and the number of poor they | 
. the 2 worthy Veomen of the 


er wants at work, viz. Weavets,' Dyers | 
Pulle rey. Carders, Spinners, Sheer men, 
To Wool-p 


+ ſheep, ſwine, &c. And all / theſe made an 
Agreement to meet at eee then | 
an ae eee e en een 1294 


"Haden with cloth paſſed before them, and | 
made e Jong train like thetbaggage. of «| 
marching army, ſtill encreaſing as they 
pPaſſed on the road, until they came to 
Thoimas of Reading, - Whoſe wains be Pos 
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employed, King Henry heating, he ſtilei 


Weſt. | mop pt 974 "Pg $430 1 . Bb ("3-4 1m 
* Belidds theſe there were others in the f 


*kins of Halifax, and Hryerg of Manchef- | f 
iter.” Each of .theie:: kept tao "hundred 1 
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ickere, Rowers, &c. Each killing 
fat oxen, beſides | 


in his Houſe weekly, two: 


x 
” 


As e the Any ee mains | 


ing moſt'! in nuurber went firſt. ] 
lt happened the King, the Prince bis | 


5 ene divers Nobles was then going tc 1; 
quiet the Welch, who | in thoſe wage =. 
= | naltmichet 7 | 
we | tHe no ſooner eri 
| 8 


Be hs waing; un! 
2 t mould mean 
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| 5 1 N 
1 thinking they were te «union e 
0 gons alte great army; behind, The: 
: ; nobles perfevaded him not to advance, for 
fear of an ambuſbadę, but he reſolved: to“ 
d | advance, and meeting Me ſoremoſt aſed 


what they were, and F has they belonged. 
tor — = The drivers onto We Cole ol 

ton" = 4% 7:40 they 
en. 


fellow, . are you in haſte? Pray ſtay 
and let your betters be ſerved before vou; 
I ſuppoſe: you are ſome ſquire going out a 
| hunting,” to tpoil. pot people's orn. | 
i hope e e long. che King will be inform 


„. 


7 it, and he will pech lych „Knaveg 45 | 


this 9 Fate do the breach that the. Mm 
il * eat „ and ess without, 


x eply. pl T ng whe 9M 
t theſe Words t us thrown gut by. a, 


| ountry fellsw. cn afterwards a greats 
. feat of. good'to the vation; for the * 


5 2 and t lat ſuch exer ciſes ſhould 


© Atmel them who he Was. 85 which 


„% og Oh 
on his return, made a law to limit the 
times of hunting and hawking under great 
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forborn till the crop. of corn was off 
the” e 15 
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J 5 SR being paſſed. the Kino rode IT 
and preſently met the Jolly be 1 
omas of Reading knew the and 


LG f = 


they threw up. their caps crying, . God 
fave che K ing — On thiy he demanded 
ng wer ?—T96 which Thomas off 
Reading anſwered, in the name of the 
reſt, 11 they wer  clothiers, and would 
and bes him with 1 lives ot fortunes. | 
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London. 
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and preſent them to him in London, pto- 


miſing tedreſs to them. And ſo keeping 
on his way, the clothiers kept on theirs, 


with pleaſan ſongs and merry cheer to- 
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4 | 67,2; 2 nn, in Londoh,: and the Entertainment 
= „ahbe; met with. Or Cuthbert s falling 
1 min Love With the Hotels hq being 
found napping 00 old Boſdim, Was 
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polite the old man's ite, and. was ſo very MW Exce 
dee her beauty, that he had like to M J. 
ave cut his bngers inſtead 'of the meat 


1 TE „ Fi 

Now'this mY companions obſerved, and 
made him bluſh. - The woman ſeeing it 
$ allo, roſe from the table, leſt her husband 
ſhould Fee it, and o ou: fenen of 
1 Pinner 3 Tom Dove oropoſed ws. 
ng a ſong, which was to this ee 


EL 10 M. DOV E's Song. EN 

; When wiater in his icy arms, F Ftoa 

The earth with cold does bind, 

She droops and cannot; ſhew het bene 
But when the fun more kind. 


Aſiſts her with bis warmer heat,” 
"0 then the fighs no more 
But from the | co d embrace doth We” 
L | To, mn the does adore, 1 To 1 
N The oh bldh with Lilly mix 4 
And paleneſs put to fligh 
O chere ſhe could for ever . 
Fbr ever Pe de eligkt. 


. een HUD SOL OEMS Gb, aa {LL 
| Grey heads. young beauties 30 ee 
And make them ſigh for change 
Excuſeithem' then if they 2 Do: 
I have great cauſe to 2 ae 
N N 1911 ei «1747 HE 1 = 6d. 


$ By f 35 ST a | « 10 * | 1 7-2 l 
WO pox | cries old Boſom, Timella rat, Y 
| This is to banter me becauls 1 have mar- br 
tied a young wife. 4 
* Whilſt this diſcourſe laſted, Akin 1 | 
aand the noiſe of the Addleslulled old Bo- Ac 
fon ta ſleep. Cuthbert took this oppor- 
| tunity to ſtep 1 into the kitchen, and made VC 
love to his hoſtels. At firſt ſhe ſe med by 
WW hy, but ſoon complied. on bondition he b 
c could find a convenient. place. At night 
BE the London merchants.came to viſit em 
| | | . glaſſes went merrily round. BAUꝭt 
= Cuthbert withdrew, and found the old } 
mass wife at the bottom of the yard, on 
it © Arch he made up to her, giving het 
many kiſſes, She ede ee led him 
tio a FI and ſhutting faſt the door ſhe 
gave him a kiſs, ſaying, Now I yield to 


ov 


Four embraces, and though the place be 
[1 incommodious, poor lovers maſt, make 
ift to gain their defires; 
|| Cuthbert only replied. with kiſſes, 
mediately 1 on board her. — But as 
I Ul work would ha ve it, the bouſe-of-office 
'' ſtood in one ain Dag” this place ; and | 
old Beſom coming to eaſe himielf, and | 
ll being 1 in haſte, 9: 567 and called out. 
* Who) i in the devil s name is here? 2: Ing 


- 0 ) . 9 
the door quickly, or 1 ſhall let fy in hs 1 
breeches. This Nartled them, oy Cuth- | 
bert fiercely-replied, It is I: what would 
> | you have, none cometh here till I have 
- 3} one my buſineſs.— There are two holes, 
-/ Y faid Boſom, and one I think muy ſerve } 

1 ory turn. — There is fo, ſaid Cuthbert, 

b 


* 2 - 8 Ss 4 
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t Jam in one, and the other is ſadly 

it, ſo you muſt ſhit ſomewhere elſe, {| 
Whereupon he went to the dunghil. 
Y Soon after the old man ſaw 2 woman | 
3 flip in at the back door, and he ſuſpected 
; FR foul play, but faid nothing. Then 
be got letter writ, and ſent it by a porter 
When ſhe read it, it e her, for it 
imported, That her hüsband's rick bro- 
ther was dying, and begged he would go 
and watch him. Now, faid the, I ſhall | 
have my pleaſure with Cothbert, 3 

She acquainted Cuthbert with it. The 

mean while old Boſom a „ 1 6. q 
- | ſetting a 1 to him notice if any 
a8 ws, Lal 1 Wben he thought they 
ice were in bed, he let in Boſom, w 7 — 

ap ſtairs; bie wie knowing his ſtep, bid 
Cuthbert get up the chimney: When in 
came old Boſom, peeping under the bed, 
but Le, no body, made EI to look: 


Dea S G B RD AARP RO Hy 


» ae 


* 
3 23 * "FF i 
1 * — 
by ge hs — 8 
_—_ 3 — n 9 . n 


. ov 
„ 
e hs ®- & — 


1 4 8 »% 2 


. COTS Oy" . 
— — . ens 


— 


g - — " 4 [2 
prope BREE — 


Wy As rd nei de. 2+ 


Von RR — 


— ⁵˙— — 
„ 
— 


2 2 
— . 2 ws - 
F N 4 1 


> 
"ip - 
4 28 N 
8 1 
” 


RMS. 4 FUR — 2 _ TITS 8 " 
— 0 . * — —— — 4 
Od er er EE PEEP aus mult oy nt — — ; Cy 4 23 Ea s 8 IL, 83 3 
* 5 - _ — 3 8 - by K r 
- * 4 * 5 wa. - . * * * — 5 c SS 
D N —— * * DI... FF LOOM I — 
. * v A . 7 1 — - . Sc. y 8 
* 4 g nes a d IT. 9 8 - 4 . © + 4 wat x 2 JIG; 
- ” r - £ OR Es ES 5 * * 
. — 8 . iT 
pond ner — - N 
— . 


— 
3 . 
7 
ES : 
N 


88 R 


AEST. - 
* 


DDD 
- — . 


5 bank note. 


BY i [32 T TM 
*; rn ether places, aud peep eing up the ehim⸗ 
|, law Cuthbert's naked 150, ſo calli ing 
for faggots, he kindled a ite; the heat 
*6f whiets made poor Corhbert cry out; 
«upon which ' Bolom-cried out Phieves'! Þ 
ar che ſervant dragged him down, ſoupd- 1 
1y biffered him, and tied him to the bed 
'poſt, — The woman ſeeing her husband 
draw out bis knife, ſaid; It is Mr. Cuth⸗- 
bert. O then, aid: her L know higbufi- & + 
*neſs here; Iwill cut ont his ſtones, and WW 
*each hien to cater waul with m wife.— * 
And this be had certainly dene, Had not YI >, 
Cuthbert re en bim an waere pound 
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En in... 
Of the Clothiers making their Address _ 
to the Kipg, and being reheved. Of 
+1: hs Merriment. they had. And how 


their Wives came to ſee London, and 
oh afierwards longed, for fine. Cloaths, T 


1 "HE 3ally Clethiers having ſold their 

805 cloth, and received much money, 
1 oſt to court, and preſenting -the King 

ä With nine hundred pound. he: eſtabliſed 
them *loth: eg wege = _ 

ner things to) their. advantage. x 


| When they Tag been well e 1 
AF they rode. to a tom called Colebrooke, 
where at an ins they: uſually made mer- 
ry, not wanting for-men's waives to keep 
them company, for ihey were:;ſo;taket . 
with Tom Dove's prapks, that they gave 
their, busbands the lip and run to him, 
ing in Praiſe of "oO made 1 amade 
e Fe. per alin oy 
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ice” hea.” 1 ray rc 


Wouland 


babes.” 
won man 
French 1 


our Fog all the * of the war. 
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battles, 


Fa 


of the Clothiers aflifting the King in His 1 
18 a Peace; and of *. Bnertaiament 
ING Rey Yate at war with 4 


3 and hard put to it for. men 4 
oney in. anether country, the clo- 


Andd for the honour of Old England, re- I 
great ſum of money, and 
with leave from the Biſhop of Salisbury, 
who governed in the King's abſence, five i, 
| houland'men, cloathing them in white 
ih! oats, lived with red, and arming them 
* tly, ſent them all over, and ten 
pounds tu the King, to enable 4 
mim to maintain his forces The King, Y 
Teint this, faid, Never Prince had better 
Wich this auxilliary force 5e 
and eompelled the | 
ing to make peace, allowing to f 


Having | 


2 


C * 15 * * 


eee by 
The WOoME N's Song. © 


TEE Tom Dove, our on ly love, 

The merrieſt man alive, 2 OL. 
„ company we do approve, 

N one ſhall us from it drive. 


'Th6"Bubands fret, and pout, and ſweat, 
We care not fort a pinz 
They nothing by the ame ſhall. 15 
For we'll. playat in and 1 in, 


> | Their Jealoufy- we de defy, 
And all their anger ſcorn; 

af they our freedom do deny, | 
Wen graſt on them the horn. 


"Having bad their pleaſure they return 3 
tidins wfling their wives what a - fine 
place London was, which ſet them ſo 
ago that they would not let their huſ- 
banq; reft till they had ſeen it; S0 up to 
4 London'thiey Went, and were ſhewn all 
the rarities in the city. Then they ſhew- 

ed them the curiofities of the <durt, and 
afterwards returned home. But they 
began to diſdain ſheep's ruſſet, and never 
ceaſed teaſing their h usbands till Oy got 
| fine cloths om de 5 
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'H| diftibuted to the King's attendants, The 
18 en ſet and Keen Bobility, a 


* af TJ it ſweatmeats, and 


y r . 


"Having ſettled 1120 WA in 1 
hereturned in triumph. And as the firſt 
mark of his favour, be made the Cloth- 
{workers a corporation, endowed them 


6 with great Privileges, and built them ; 


| houſes to ſet the poor ta work in; and 
pegee being firmly ſettled, he reſolved tg 
viſit thoſe WhO Hades bod to n 
in his . Mas! (72 I 1 75 in ; 
Spring comin Fu vt der war wich a | 
b os the firſt viſit he paid 
Thomas of Reading, who knowing offi 
--coming beforchand, made, ſuitable prepa- 
"rations, feaſting | him as lich as if he! ad 
b-en in his own palace; 1 for the King 'be- 
ing brought 1 5 15 a large hall, found four 
22 tables ready covered A paſſing: 
GD that hall, he came into a large ; 
fair pariaur hung with tapeſtry, interwo-. 
ven wird curious . and ſilver 
Where a table was Prepared ed for his Ma- 


 Jeliydand'all the floor was covered. with, 


carlet cloth, which after dinner. was. 


delicate badquet was ſerved. in plate, and 
fine fruit, in glaſs 


veſle, gn Fe freely ; about. Ia the 


0 | 
hall dmed "RY King's ſervants attended £ 
by the appretitices, And fic WO a 


all the time, and cedar wood burning to 
make a fragrantſmell. Aſter dinner tle 
King went to ſee the workhovſes, whete 
. the cloth was made? — Ino Was "fifty 
3 looms, and men at work rrierrily” ſinging. 
8 In 'A other one hundred fine wheels; and 


-carders of woot. In another one hundred 


© | 
A. and fifty poor mens childten picking the 


-wool, for which they have two- peice per 


I day and their victuals. In another fifty 
' ſucermen. In another as many Dyers. 
= KB Which number the King had at his table 


it »fterwards, And for this taygur he built 


5. an abbey 3nd caftſe i in the te y in, a ppoint- 
ig Cole Governor of Reading and when 
a= he died bras buried in the Abbey, re- 
r hiding 1 nx RE? Tay ng, he ould be 
no where beit [io that u + * wo 
h neighboutg. | 5 4 i; 5 ” x = 


Wen th 
viſiting all che cloth 
ſatisfied, wi" in wor cone 
nouſes, w 


ere they ſhould brflig and put 


certain days: en ſults and fills 


maids a ſpinning · In another one hundred 
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In their cloth for ſale, to be viewed on 
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- joinin gall | bis fobjects-b 
wear cloth-garments; fo th 


Rory grew b 

but famous throug b all the world. - A 
chis iſlend was 2 the Colochos, or the | 
Land, from: whence the Golden | 
ought, to Cloath and keep | 
ind againſt the nipping cold. 
Then 3 to trade in in > wooken | 

Sith, who before only k 


Janda der a e N were an Hi 
engagement not to ſelb any gt home, but i bo 
what they bought was to Benmpored, a v 
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CHAP. V. 


or Thionias of Readings baſs 6 Sage 
at er with bis W ment 


I to London, uſed to call in his wa 


c a little brook running acroſs it). 
His uſualb inn was the Crane, where: an 
honeft aged couple lived; but t 


a villainous fellow, who had been a tap- 
© 5 ſter with her ſome time, and formerly a 


ſoldier in the French wars, prevailed. with 


«the daughter to marry him, hereby he 


ot into the houſe ;* but as it wes omen 


oor; havin a wife living, 
03 ſoon died, And it was ſulpected by — 
ot poiſon, and his ether wife was intro- 
I uced, and being à cunning Jade ſne 
„ por the ay” owe and. wiſe her 
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JOMAS of Res Beg alien 6 coming = 


at | Colebrook:- {fince ſo-named by his e 1 
py end, but then only Brook Town if 


heydying: 
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rer God Haſted cheir endeavours. 
: Thomas of Reading, after a wicked man- 


ber husband, who was not Milling to give 
his conſent, telling her of the danger of 
wy theirlives;;ibut fag lligbtad what he ſaid 
delling him it as impoſſible it ſnquld be 
_ diſcovered as ſhe would manage it. 80 
1 Fm and- N an the EO oh 
| great gain, He prowl 


_ oo E985 2; off . oak iS 2 ITT 7 


At last, the wife deviſed: the dearly of, 


44S Yo 


ner, imparting the moſt bloody deſign to 


ſtanding hom ſheihadilaidethe 


na cport time, Thomas of Read ing 
called: ere in bis. way to London, and: I 
ed a ſupper to be got ready for bis tu! 


by return. at night. Having dene bis buſineſs. ing 
dat London, he retuths e hundred Þ<c 
ED | ren ne had received from Merchants. ber 
ef death; for: hib horſg foundered in a Ble 
| gloyey grannd, and friving to get ; 


by the way mei with man ill omens 8 


he flipt his houldar, ſo that he was forced: i not 
to leave him at the next village, and hire the 
another When he came near Colebrook, the 


Y his noſe fell a e and he — very and 


= difmal æroaking ofberavensw 31: le | 
Coming to the inn, he ſat ee ind 
looking melancholy. the choſt and hoſteſs 
7 aſked, Why he was ſor dul? To whom - 
he keplied: en not, but the ſigns q 
have obſer ved, and theoſecret impulſes ff _ if 
my heart, make meę think I hows not long 
te) live z chegeſore I ou d willipgly — = 
home, to make my will and/preparemy- 
ſelf to leave the word. His ſaying W 
made them ſuſpect hæ kad: divined their 
blegdy purpofes., WW er 9672 eee i 
Hdwever, he was verhhiaddd as Ray all 
night Conly hewrotealetter to his wife to 
inform 11 it, and to come mee 
ly) and-fo be gave his ede mies an Rt 
tunity,to, facilitate theit ends. For od 5 
ing himſelf drowly, he deſired to go to- 
bed. and ſo . was ſhewmn to the fatalcham- 
ber, Where he read ſome time, when he 
again; heard the ſcrech-owI and raven: 
Hleſs me, ſaid he, What Can all theſe pre- 5 
ſages of desth mean, but that I have not 
not long to live! ſp he went to prayetsand 
then to his bed. J he hoſteſs liſtened at 
the door, till he perceived he was aſleep, 
and the gueſts being all 891 e out of the 
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| houſe, the went to her husband, and told 
him that was the time 0 mpleat their 


en a. trap-door 
© derneath the bed, which was in a room 
| grer « aalen. and had nailed the 
| bed-cloaths on the "farther fide of the bed 
YZ to the bed-ſtead. So that opening che 
 trap-door, he was ſhot into the caulds 
ton of ſealding hot water underacath 3 
3 his fall, he cried, Lord | have 
mercy on my ſoul ! Theſe wre his laſt 
words, for he was. very ſoon Hified and 
| Tealded to- death. | S N dts "FF al 
Then with ber having drawn the 
2 85 again, em oy en out, 
threw che ad body. in into eg nt 
A — . ordered it, ne not eat 
ane it ſtopped near the houſe 
lome foray but Who! it Was the 
knew not, till Cole's wife . about nobn, 
aud her man with her, aſfting for her 
husband, they denied he had been there; 
bat e them the letter, they were 
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me brook, he went to ſec it, 4 
R wy . ber husband, ſhe embraced it 
a ſtrict examination, 4. 
kofſteſs onkel it, and that they had 
ſerved leveral ſo. And ſoon ae her 
husband was ſeized with a hue and cry 
at Wincheſter, and both of them deſerv- 
edly hanged, making a long confeſſion of 
their guilt und wicked lives, which is wo __ 
tedious here toineaton, 775 1 
noticeent roll the — comet, 
Kin hearing of this difaſter, 3 
teſted nd ion of the beft * 
in his kingdom, ordering the inn to be 
conſumed wh fie, and laying a hevay 
irſe upon any that ſhould hercafter _ 


iy being found ; in the Brook, 
f onld be called Colebrook, which name 
it ill retains, © 5 
He was: budcd with all the felcvan 
pomp imaginable at che king's new foun- 
ded Abbey at Reading, and the King 
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